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The Four Gates 

So whats happening here is very special for many reasons, one aspect of it is that Hasan and I 
started talking a long time ago about how the Alevi/Bektashi tradition hasn’t really moved west, or 
outside of its homelands, which is mostly the Balkans and Turkey, and that it could be a tradition 
that could expand in an interesting way. The fact that this is one of the only expansions of it that I 
know of, except for perhaps one in Germany and one place in the United States, is really 
interesting, and the fact that it has been brought by mostly queer people is really fascinating. So, 
my sense of what might be useful to share, and anyone can jump in and we can dialogue, it 
doesn’t have to be monological, would be just to look at a couple of things that are particular to 
this approach to Sufism that could help support the group in its development by understanding a 
little bit more of its background. If this is basic to some people I apologise, but sometimes its 
good to rehear things, right? It’s a form of learning in the tradition. 


The Bektashi tradition comes out of a kind of Central Asian tradition, Hajji Bektash himself was 
probably part of the Naqshbandi lineage, and was sent to Turkey for various reasons around 
about a millennium ago, and he brought very interesting ideas, some of which were perhaps 
progressive in some places now but at the time were quite amazing. The idea that women needed 
to be educated and that people needed to have hard sciences in their knowledge. One of the 
teachings that are really key that he brought was the idea of the four gates, some people see 
references to it in hadith literature, but its kind of fully formed in a certain way by him, and the four 
gates would sometimes be incorporated into a ceremony like this. So for example if Nahida were 
coming forward with the lights she might take four ceremonial steps, and so those four gates are 
four levels of the path. There are obviously more than four levels to the sufi path, there are an 



infinite number of levels, but the four are really important. So in different orders generally its 
Shariah, then Tariqah, Haqiqah then Marifah. Whats unique about Bektashism and a lot of very 
inwardly focussed Sufism is that those levels are seen in everything, and in the whole path, 
nothing is taken at face value. 


Not always, but generally, outer religion is about shariah, which of course is rules, or training 
basically, some form of ethical training, the idea being that you can’t grow at a mystical level if you 
can’t do ethics. So if you cheat and steal and do bad things to people, then you don’t have fertile 
ground to do more spiritual development. Then the tariqah level is whats happening here, at least 
that level, maybe further levels, but the tariqah level is when the mystics come together to 
cultivate something beyond the basic of religiosity. Its also a level at which rules become a little 
more flexible usually, the community is a little more developed so they have a little more flexibility 
in the way they apply things, and they usually place a lot of emphasis on teacher-student 
relationships at that level , so you step into a relationship with a guide who helps you to develop 
spirituality, because that’s hard to do, just like you wouldn’t learn a language or a subject without 
a teacher, usually if you’re going to develop spiritually you need somebody who knows what 
you’re going through and can identify for you like this experience you had or this dream you had 
indicates you’ve gone through this stage, and you should do this further work, and you should 
recite this divine name, or you should visit this shrine and its also the level thats associated with 
Imam Ali, or with Jesus aleyhi selam, and its very much about forgiveness and applying the law 
with a lot fo love and compassion. So you can think about Jesus and the adulteress, or Imam Ali 
stopping the sword before he struck that man because when [that man] spat on him in battle he 
[Imam Ali] felt angry and he didn’t feel that he could execute the person. There are a lot of other 
examples, so its a merciful level of the path, and at every level you reinterpret the level before. 


Haqiqah means to directly know the path, so some people say you go from “the name” to the 
“one named,” so you start to have more direct knowledge of the Divine Qualities. And then 
Marifah is not easy to describe but one aspect of it is that its the stage that what you learn in 
haqiqah you become good at applying, so all the mystical knowledge you’ve developed at other 
levels becomes very applicable, you know how to use it, you know how to handle particular 
situations with people based on your gnosis, which is what it means - knowledge. Every one of 
those levels has all kinds of interesting symbolisms associated with it, for example you might see 
in a dream that you’re going up a mountain, or that you’re going up a mountain, or that ypu’re 
going up Mt. Arafah, this could mean you’re experiencing a level of Marifah, for example. And 
there are further levels, with different names, one thats perhaps applicable to Eid is Qurbyat, thats 
a level that some people believe you go through which means both nearness and sacrifice, right, 
in Arabic?

So all those levels have certain teachings, and when you’re listening to a Sufi teacher or a 
Bektashi teacher they’re usually operated at at least the second one, there are like layers. One 
thing that I thought we could learn at a practical level that we could learn something from,  is that 
kind of from the Tariqah level onwards we become very focussed on seeing the Divine in other 
people, have any of you seen this art-form where they make faces out of Arabic calligraphy. 


N: “Can I show you something?”

L: “Sure, do you have something like that?

N: “Yes” 

L: “Oh beautiful, yes they’re are a lot of variations of that, making images, this is….can I pass it 
around?”


So one Turkish tradition is Hurufism, and they’re very much into the human face as sacred, and it 
was absorbed into the Bektashi path, that line. I don’t know if any of you have heard, but my 
nother used to say when I grew up that she could discipline a child in a lot of ways, but never 
smack their face. So there’s something sacred that sometimes in Bektashism they call the Jemal 
of the human, so like the Divine beauty, the quality of Divine Beauty is here, and they’re talking 
about yo’re face. So there’s something that’s done in the Meydan that a lot of Alevi people do but 
don;t know why. So one is this thing about the hand and the 1 8, have you come across this 
Moosa?

M: “Yeah”. 

My Arab friends usually know this, so it adds up to 99 in your hands in Arabic numbers. So in 
Turkish the face is called the Yüz - Y - Ü - Z - and that also means 100, so you have 99 here and 



100 here (the face) so this is the 100th Divine Name in Alevism, its a tariqati teaching. So at 
certain points in the meydan you’ll do this, [he goes into Sajda with the palms of the hands facing 
up]: Ya Allah or Ya Hakk on the left, Ya Muhammed on the right, and Ya Ali on the left again and 
then you place your head between the two. So do we want to do it? So thats Ya Allah, Ya 
Muhammed, Ya Ali like that [everyone in the room tries it], and then you place ypour head in the 
middle so you’re acknowledging your face as that secret Divine Name, so those are the teachings 
that are included into walking into the path of Tariqah. So its a little bit different, its not a 
judgment, its not better or worse, but its something thats a little bit different from a standard 
GLBT Muslim group, there’s a focus on something very specific which is growing into those steps 
of the path. That’s not a judgment because there are people that are doing things in a Mosque 
that are highly advanced, and there could be people in esoteric groups fooling around and really 
playing around with words and not reaching haqiqah and marifah levels of development. 


Sirr: The Secret 

So I spoke to Ozan Baba about what I was going to share, is that there’s a title for Imam Ali, they 
call him the Sahib us-Sirr “the master of the secret,” and it kind of goes along with this teaching 
about seeing the Divine in the human. And the secret that he knows is that Allah is everywhere, 
everything is just an appearance or a veiling of Allah, which can be a particular valuable teaching 
in certain moments particularly when you’re upset, so not only seeing Allah in the human being, 
but generally seeing everything as a Divine Quality at play with you. So one time I went into this 
bank in Istanbul, and out of nowhere the assistant manager came over and started screaming at 
me, in front of everybody in the bank, it was a strange situation and i didn’t see where it came 
from, and I was with my partner at the time and I was completely shocked and traumatised, and I 
walked up to the hill where there is a saint buried called Aziz Mahmud Khudai, very important to 
visit and if you’re ever in Istanbul you should go.  I asked my partner if we could go up there and 
we went up there, and I had this feeling…I don’t know how familiar you are with the Jelal and 
Jemal names of Allah? There’s the qualities that are generally very easy to encounter, and they the 
ones that are easy to encounter, and that people tend to like, and Jelal being kind of like direct 
and awe inspiring, and I remember standing at the shrine and just being overwhelmed like 
vibrating with the feeling that this was Allah’s jelal. I’m not saying this happens to me very often  , 
normally I’m kind of like pissed at the person, but in this case the veil of the story just kind of 
dropped, and just for a minute I was aware of this teaching, this awareness that Imam Ali has 
cultivated better than anyone really, that all the dance of experience is some kind of quality of 
Allah, comfortable or not comfortable, like it or not.


So those are just a few things that are built in when you learn the steps, and they’re really 
important to having the knowledge and background to what you’re doing in a group like this. So 
I’ll open it to the group if anyone has anything to share….


