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Allahumma Sali ‘Ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala Aali Muhammadin wa ‘ala Kulli Ka’inaat

Na’udhu billahi min ash-shaytanir rajim

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim 

Oh Allah bless Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad and All Beings

We seek protection with The Divine from all evil doers

With All-Embracing Divine Qualities of Mercy and Compassion
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Consider the following Ayat:

الةَ َويُؤتوَن الزَّكاةَ َويُطيعوَن اهللََّ  َواملُؤِمنوَن َواملُؤِمناُت بَعُضُهم أَولِياُء بَعٍض ۚ يَأُمروَن ِباملَعروِف َويَنَهوَن َعِن املُنَكِر َويُقيموَن الصَّ

َورَسوَلُه ۚ أُوٰلِئَك َسيَرَحُمُهُم اهللَُّ ۗ إِنَّ اهللََّ َعزيزٌ َحكيٌم

wa-l-muʾminūna wa-l-muʾminātu baʿḍuhum ʾawliyāʾu baʿḍin yaʾmurūna bi-l-maʿrūfi wa-yanhawna 

ʿani l-munkari wa-yuqīmūna ṣ-ṣalāta wa-yuʾtūna z-zakāta wa-yuṭīʿūna llāha wa-rasūlahū ʾulāʾika sa-

yarḥamuhumu llāhu ʾinna llāha ʿazīzun ḥakīmun

And the masculine people of faith and the feminine people of faith are spiritual protectors of one 

another: they encourage what is right and discourage what is wrong and maintain prayer, give 

the zakat, and adhere The Divine and Their Messenger. It is they to whom Allah will hasten Their 

mercy. Indeed The Divine is omnipotent and all-wise. (Q 9:71)

الةَ َويُؤتوَن الزَّكاةَ َوُهم راِكعوَن إِنَّما َولِيُُّكُم اهللَُّ َورَسوُلُه َوالَّذيَن آَمنُوا الَّذيَن يُقيموَن الصَّ

ʾinnamā waliyyukumu llāhu wa-rasūluhū wa-lladhīna ʾāmanū lladhīna yuqīmūna ṣ-ṣalāta wa-

yuʾtūna z-zakāta wa-hum rākiʿūna

Only The Divine is your guardian and Their Messenger and people of faith who pray and contribute 

to Zakat while they bow. [Q5: 55]

Lets look at some ways that the concept of Wilayah has been interpreted heteronormatively:

Maliki Fiqh:

Wilayah is the duty of care towards orphans by a legal guardian, and the duty of protection in 

marriage. The wali’s responsibility towards someone they are representing in a marriage include 

insuring that the marriage is suitable for the woman and that the contract insures she be treated 

fairly. The wali’s position is over once the marriage is complete and he does not have a legally 

binding (fiqh) responsibility but the rules of good conduct (akhlaq) would entail that he continue to 
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ensure that someone he married off is being treated well. The woman can choose whoever they 

want to be their wali during the marriage contract. The person also can change who they want their 

wali to be. The only requirement for the wali is that he be an adult Muslim male who has 

knowledge of the rules of marriage, knows what is good for the person he is marrying off based on 

the culture of the people, and that he be discernibly practicing Islam. 

Hanafi Fiqh:

The general principle is that the marriage of a free sane and adult woman without the approval of 

her guardian (wali) is valid if the person she is marrying is a legal and suitable match (kuf’) to her. 

However, if the person she is marrying is not her legal match, then her marriage would be 

considered invalid. The other three Sunni Schools consider a marriage without the guardian’s 

approval to be invalid regardless of whether the person she is marrying is a legal match to her or 

otherwise. As for the details of who is a legal and suitable match to her and who is not, this can be 

found in the books of Fiqh.

Ja’fari Fiqh:

Allah alone who holds the absolute authority and They have explicitly appointed the Prophet and a 

number of believers (the Ahlul-Bayt) as guardians (Wali), who are entrusted with authority over the 

Muslims (Q5: 55). The Present Imam (asa) is considered the ultimate wali as He is the best of 

believers after the Prophet (saw).

Ijtihad Exercise:

With the above in mind we can apply the principles of Istihsan and Istislah (looking for the beauty 
and good and discerning the communal benefit) to the above verse; what understanding can we 
reach about the role of Wilayah? 

What does it look like practically to be a spiritual guardian to one another?

Why do we think Allah speaks directly to feminine as well as masculine people of faith in this 
verse?

Why is this particularly relevant to contemporary Queer needs?
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