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With the All-Embracing Divine Qualities of Mercy and Compassion 

When we meet with other members of LQM we step into the Maydan sacred space, leaving the 
environment of the mundane (the Zahir) and entering a deeper more profound space (the Batin). 
The systems that oppress us as LGBTIQ+ people in the dunya (external world) do not apply in the 
maydan, instead we are the lovers (aashiqaan) of Allah and a reflection of each other and we inhabit 
this space with presence and intention. 

Everything of our behaviour when in our maydan is in contrast to the dunya. Our relations with 
each other should be loving and courteous, filled with respect. In that space we are visible and 
heard, we have a voice and that voice is listened to. Our guests should find us respectful and loving 
of everyone, something not seen in other spaces, we give them much more respect than they would 
expect. 

We do not use profane language, we do not invade the privacy of each other, we are not abusive or 
aggressive, we behave with love and respect. We do not assume the gender identity or [a]sexuality 
of one another. In the dunya our intimate love lives are examined in great detail, either viewed with 
suspicion and hate or seen as public, we are not treated as intellectual, ethical, spiritual Muslims, we 
are viewed as if all we care about is our bodies and our sex lives. In the maydan we do not behave 
this way, because this is a space of Islaam, Imaan and Ihsaan – we pursue the path of Peace 
(Islaam), we have faith in the Divine (Imaan) and we seek the beautiful (Ihsaan). 

Overall, the Maydan is a place of adaab (manners) which reflect the purpose of our circle, which is 
to empower LGBTIQ+ people as spiritual beings and nurture our relationships with The Divine, 
making us loved, respected, included and visible. Therefore we treat all attendees as our teachers. 
Adaab is a crucial aspect of Ihsaan, that aspect of The Prophets’ Imaams’, Righteous Companions’ 
and Awliya’s path which seeks the beautiful and good. In our group all are our Shaykh[a], and none 
are lower than that. Thus we show each other due courtesy, similar to the respect we give to our 
elders, which includes restraint of speech, not interrupting, not shouting at each other, kissing their 
hand when first greeting and departing, not turning our backs to each other, not pointing our feet to 



each other, not remaining seated while guests may need something, helping each other whenever 
possible in all our activities, and not men not talking over, interrupting or explaining other gender 
and sexes’ opinions to them, a practice known as mansplaining, this also extends to endosex and 
cisgendered people doing the same to trans and intersex people. 

We are aware that we are actively encouraging each other in the transmission of a sacred tradition 
which teaches us the inner way of Islam, not the way caught up in the rules and regulations of “do 
this don’t do that,” but of refining the character, introspection, love for each other and encouraging 
one’s relationship with The Divine. Here, service to each other equals service to Allah. Above all 
we are Majlis-e Aashiqaan which means The Meeting of Lovers, this was a name for our group 
chosen by our Baba and agreed upon by each other, it is an aspiration, we seek to reflect it in all our 
actions. 
Adaab is a quality and capacity that every leader needs to develop for themselves. It was the adaab 
of the Prophet, His Holy Family and Righteous Companions that first won over the hearts of non-
Muslims, this is the taqleed (imitation) we strive for. 

The practice of Islaam is the actualisation of Tawhid (oneness), which necessitates coherence and 
unity in the group. The more we are willing to consciously love one another and to serve the group, 
the more beautiful and refined the togetherness becomes. The Muslim environment is a place for the 
education of the nafs (self or ego), a place where we observe the ego’s functioning and strive to 
overcome its tyranny. The aashiqaan are those who serve, and do not expect to be thanked; service 
is a privilege.


